
Story of Kingussie is a community project to celebrate our heritage by telling the story of the town from its beginning as a planned village through to the present day. This has been 
done using the voices of residents, past and present, in the form of recordings and written material, along with old photographs and other visual material. 23 Kingussie residents were 
interviewed and their stories and memories recorded. We also had access to 8 interviews recorded in 2012 by RCAHMS (Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic Monuments of 
Scotland) as well as interviews carried out in 1984 by the Badenoch Oral History Project. The words of the people of Kingussie form the basis of this exhibition. 
The community has been involved throughout in the form of interviewees, volunteer interviewers, typists, helpers and people who kindly lent books, photos and other material or shared 
their knowledge. Kingussie Primary School worked on a related project and produced their own exhibition material. The project was made possible by funding provided by the National 
Lottery, through the Heritage Lottery Fund, Scottish Government, European Community and Cairngorms Local Action Group. To all of these people we give our grateful thanks.

The Badenoch Oral History Project was carried out in 1984 under the auspices of the Highland Folk Museum, which at that time was in Kingussie. Interviews were conducted with people born in the early 
years of the twentieth century, whose memories go back to the Great War or even earlier. Now thirty years on we have, with the permission of the Museum, been given access to this priceless archive. We 
can now share their memories of important aspects of Kingussie’s story, such as the heyday of summer letting, the church bursary scheme that brought school boarders from the Hebrides, the fire of 1921, 
the ill-fated distillery, the establishment of the sanatorium and the multitude of shops of all types that adorned the streets. Our Story of Kingussie Project has been influenced by the earlier project. In fact 
some of our interviewees are children of the 1980s participants.

“ My mother was born in Kingussie. My father was born at Tromie Mills, 
where the distillery is now. My father wasn’t a miller but his father was the 
meal miller. He was the only meal miller in the area so everyone came to get 
their corn ground at Tromie Mills…My Uncle Alex did it latterly, but he just 
did it for a few people; it wasn’t a big business like when my grandfather did 
it.  When did Uncle Alex give it up? It was the late 50’s, I think; then he just 
worked it as a croft.” Gillean Clark

“ My mother hand milked cows to begin with…there were no milking machines; 
it was all hand milking. They just got round to machines in about 1945.”Billy Cowan

“ My grandfather, John Cameron Dallas, was one of the leading lights at 
the shinty when all the rules and regulations were made up in Kingussie…
He was a good player, but he had a brother, a more famous player than him 
possibly; he’d won more medals and played more games…Alastair Dallas. 
He was a fitness fanatic and he was in the army in the First World War as 
a PT instructor. And after the war he emigrated to Canada, to Calgary, and 
they’ve still got some family out there.” Jim Dallas

“ I came to Kingussie in 1935. My father belonged to Elgin, my mother to Forres.  
Father decided to get a business here – a baker’s business. It was very run-down…
We were there for twenty years…a pink building in the High Street.”Isobel Denoon

“ I started working life in the gardens at Ardverikie for a year or so, and then went on to work with the estate 
handyman…From there I worked as a ghillie with my father who was the stalker, and I spent the rest of my life on 
the hill…I worked at Ardverikie for 45 years.” Gordon Duncan “ And then in King Street we had the paper shop, originally Crerar’s…and at 

the bottom we had a wonderful sweet shop on the way to the Pictures at the 
Victoria Hall…Maggie MacLennan had it as a greengrocer’s after that…and then 
across from that was the hairdresser’s where I worked.” Mary Duncan“ Soon afterwards I met some young people of our own age from Kingussie; 

we came down from Loch Morlich on Wednesday afternoon and went on to 
Kingussie by train, because there was a café open for business that sold pie 
suppers, fish suppers…We liked Kingussie so much we decided to stay there 
before going back home.” Gordon Ferguson

“ I was on the radio listening to other countries and whatever, in Morse code…You 
were plugged in, earphones on. The most famous one was Gagarin, the first man 
in space. The whole place went mad.  Everyone knew there was something on but 
they didn’t know what it was.” Donnie Grant

“ In 1947 my Dad came to Kingussie because he wanted to be an electrician 
and he opened a shop in the High Street. And for the first two years we lived 
in Gowanlea and then we moved into the house above the shop. And I can 
remember that – that’s right next to the Star Hotel. I remember all the neighbours. 
There was a police sergeant on one side of us and the jail and courthouse on the 
other side.” Janice Grant

“ I always remember I had to go to Evanton, with an armed guard, when they’d fly 
penicillin up from London. I’d have an armed guard to go to the plane to collect the 
penicillin for the hospital.” Isobel Harling

“ My father came up from Glasgow with my grandfather. And my grandfather started the business 
(printing) of the Badenoch Record, or the Kingussie Record as it was called in the early days, in 1902…
in the High Street approximately where the Co-op is now. And then there was a big fire in the High Street 
in 1921. And my grandfather was fortunate to acquire the premises…that were part of an old distillery.”John Johnstone

“ We used to run a weekly paper but we sold it to the Moray and Nairn Newspaper Company. It was at 
the time when the Aviemore Centre was starting up and the Chairlift Company was starting up and there 
was a tremendous amount of work at that time.” Hamish Johnstone

“ Like every other young boy, I played shinty…up to the age of thirteen, when 
the PE teacher, Mr Bain, had to make a decision – after an incident on the shinty 
pitch involving myself and somebody else – to ban me for life from playing shinty. 
So that was quite an event in my young sporting career!” John Macpherson

“ Saturday nights were special for us. My father was still working in Inverness and we were here 
(at Invertromie Farm) with my mother and a housekeeper/nanny…On a Saturday night after the shop 
closed, my father would get on the train, arrive at Kingussie Station; my mother would come across and 
pick him up, go in to the Duke of Gordon Hotel and they would have dinner…every Saturday night, while 
we were over at the farm. On the Sunday, if the weather was fine, we’d go for a picnic. We used to light 
a fire down by the River Tromie and roast tatties and cook sausages on an old battered frying pan. ”Shelagh Macpherson Noble

“ I remember another character was Kate MacKenzie of Tirveyne at the top of Tait’s Brae. And she used to have 
a pony and trap. She wasn’t young – must have been in her seventies or eighties, and I don’t know how she did it. 
She used to come down Tait’s Brae like a bat out of Hell, do her shopping and then back up.” Ali MacLean “ (On show business) One of the great things about that business, for me anyway, was that, when you’re young, 

you listen to all these people’s records and you end up meeting them and working with them – people like Del 
Shannon…Lonnie Donegan. They were your heroes when you were young and you end up working and partying 
with them – it was great.” Ally Meade

“ He (Jock Hay) had a shed that was full of interesting bits and pieces that he’d picked up. He was 
pretty good at spotting things left lying about and so I’d help him mend things. And I got quite good at 
mending things. I really learned it off him in a way. You know, bikes, radios, TVs, clocks and watches…
We got hold of a moped one time and got that going. He’d usually sell them for a few extra pence. In 
latter years when I came up, people would know I was coming and we’d be inundated with all sorts of 
gadgets to repair, which was great fun.” John Moyce

“ We used to play all the outdoor games; kick the can and hopscotch; we were never in the house. 
Not like now; the kids never go out to play anymore. Before the car park was built that was just an open 
field and that’s where we played, just out there. We used to sledge on there and we had our bikes. That’s 
what we did.” Ray Smillie

“ I can remember that patch of snow (on the Sgorans) that was still there at the end of August this 
year; I can remember seeing that patch of snow from my bedroom window when I was little. And in my 
mind that patch of snow was always there. And when I came back to Kingussie after being away for forty 
odd years we actually walked up to there.” Shelagh Stirling

“ Jimmack grazed his cattle in a field along Newtonmore Road called West 
Park. This would be in the fifties, and he had this pick-up thing, and he used 
to go along in the afternoon, open the gate and say, “Come on girls”, and the 
two cows would walk home themselves. Now don’t forget that this was the 
Great North Road then.” Joe Taylor

“ My father, Archie, was an Englishman and he was in service down south to a family who came up 
to Alvie Estate. He was a butler and he came up here with them. The First World War broke out and he 
was conscripted into the army. While he was here, he met my mother and they had five of a family. He 
came out of the War and he had been gassed and he suffered from asthma all of his days. He set up a 
business…a confectioners and tobacconist in Gynack Road.” Tom Wade“ Boys from Newtonmore were supplied with bikes to come to and from school 

in Kingussie. Donnie Blargie used to cycle every day from Laggan.”Alastair White

“ In 1903 Balavil House burnt to the ground on Christmas Eve…The Estate staff were having a party 
down at Mains of Balavil; there was a big barn dance going on down there. So when the flames started 
licking skywards, the staff came up and stripped out as much of the contents as they could…but there was 
huge damage…and we do have the complete reconstruction schedule for the rebuilding of the house the 
following year at a cost of £14500.” Allan Macpherson-Fletcher
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