
Shops and Shopkeepers

“ I think every single shop has changed hands two or three times…There were certainly more shops… 
maybe twenty or thirty shops in Kingussie. Four or five groceries, two bakeries, shoe shops…A lot of 
people would have been employed in shops…Two garages, Deans and McCormacks Garages, both in 
the High Street…There’s no bakery now and only one butcher; there were two or three then…Other things 
have gone – the agricultural type shops; clothes – that was probably the biggest number of shops… 
Frazers of Perth, Gunns, the Co-op had a drapery department too and there was Miss Farquarson’s.”Donnie Grant

“ McCormack’s Showroom…and then of course…I’m going back a good bit…there was Wade’s which was renowned, I would say; it 
was one of our haunts…and then past this little house (Robbie’s Cottage) where Robbie Mackintosh (the carter) lived, and then we had 
Macpherson the Tailors… Dean’s Office, Menzies the Paper Shop for a while, Colin Urquart the Butcher… Frazers of Perth…and then we 
had that lovely building which is not so nice now ¬- the Courthouse, and then Harry Grant, and Rutherford for a wee while…and then the 
Star…and the lovely star on the pavement; I used to go round there on my roller skates…” Mary Duncan

“ I remember there used to be the bike shop in Kingussie, Tommy Whyte’s; he had a bike and toy shop in Gynack Street. That was a great shop…I remember 
if you’d a puncture you’d take it down and he’d say, “Well I’m no going to fix it, but I’ll show you how to fix it.” He was a great character… He use to sell Hornby 
trains and all the bikes; it was a great shop to be in as a boy. He was always keen to show you how things worked. Quite a good education we got from him.”Ali MacLean

“ In the 50s and early 60s my family (Macphersons of the Sporting Stores, Inverness) spent the month of July at Invertromie Farm near Kingussie. Every 
summer we would load a lorry with all our luggage and toys and head for the farm. Invertromie had no electricity in those days so we used candles and 
tilley lamps. Murchie’s van, driven by Jimmy Murchie would come to the farm once a week and we would also go into town for the ‘messages’. We used 
Mackintosh and Rutherford’s for groceries and Macphersons for coal for the Aga…My time at the farm and in Kingussie remain as my happiest memories.”Shelagh Macpherson Noble

“ Before they demolished Pitmain Lodge we went through and took everything that was worthwhile 
out. There was heaps of stuff; there was an oak-panelled room, there was a walnut-panelled room, there 
was a mahogany-panelled room; all the panels – all that came out. All the external joinery was teak and, 
yeah, we stripped everything, the doors, the skirting, all the finishings…and then they just blew it up!”Douglas Macpherson, RCAHMS 2012

(On working with Fraser’s Joinery)

The mid-twenties was a time of modernisation in Kingussie. In 1924 telephones became operational in the town. On 22nd July 
a large crowd gathered at the telephone exchange in Duke St to witness the first call, which was made to Cluny Macpherson 
in London. Electric lighting was supplied in the late twenties.

“ Latterly my grandfather put in the acetylene gas light into his shops, you know, and the Star Hotel and a good few of the 
shops put in acetylene light.  And there was one shop especially at Christmas time we used to love to see…Grant the bakers, 
and they had….I think it was called fairy lights.  They always had a mechanical thing in the shop…Santa Claus or something 
like that, and you would be crowding out that window at Christmas time and the shop windows were really lovely to look at.  
Most of the shops in the end had this acetylene light…and then the electricity came.” Janet Cameron, BOHP 1984

“ Well we’d have got anything and everything that the householder wanted…anything from a tap 
to a sideboard, just the complete range; and in these days the people didn’t expect you to have it 
in stock – they bought it off a catalogue and you got it, but you always got it within a week or so at 
the most…We did quite a lot in china and glass-ware and stuff.  Of course, very good customers 
in these days were the shooting lodges, which had to be done up every year.  And the same thing 
applied, in a smaller way, to all the private houses, they all let during the summer time.”Malcolm Fraser, BOHP 1984

(On the ironmonger’s)

“ In Kingussie away back in those days, there was four or five tailor shops.  And in the summer time they would each employ 
two or three incomers, to work for them…because all the visitors that came to Kingussie...shooting tenants and all, they used to 
get their clothes made there.  And all the other shops too really employed others in the summer time.  Oh I remember when every 
house from Pitmain to Kerrow was full of visitors and their servants…and that was a good industry.”Janet Cameron, BOHP 1984

“ There was also a Wordy and Co. who contracted Jimmy 
Ness senior who had a horse and four-wheel cart and he would 
deliver all the goods that came in off the trains to the local 
shops and offices.” John Johnstone

One of my earliest delights was to get into the back shop to watch Jimmack making shoes.  At any moment a pony might put his 
nose round the door, for there at The Sign of the Golden Boot (Est. 1827) was the stuff of fairy tales.  Beyond the back shop was 
the enchanting place where there was always something new to see – kittens or calves or horses; once even a young fox.  Jimmack 
was never too busy to initiate a child.  It was on his ponies that all the local boys and girls who were interested learned to ride.  A 
former cavalry instructor and a superb horseman, he gave his mounts and his knowledge freely.  This was a substantial part of our 
education and it was Kingussie magic for the town children who were there during the war. 

From “In the Glens Where I Was Young” by Meta H Scarlett, 1988

“ They would put their horses down to the smiddy to be shod and… collect some whisky and buns or pies 
and things and have that for their lunch. And they were waiting on the corn to be thrashed and when it was all 
complete, they just put everything in the cart and lay themselves on the top and the horses took them home.”Doris Dallas, BOHP 1984

(On customers at the mill)

“ The grain mill was a great place of interest to us because in the summer months Mr Dallas didn’t 
take exception to having the children around watching what was going on, and I can remember 
clearly going up onto the floor where the grain was lying and it was all so dry and so warm and we 
were allowed to just go around there in our bare feet.  We had to be very, very careful of course.”Cath Hunter, BOHP 1984

“ My father came up and he started entirely on his own, although he was able to obtain one or two items of machinery which were lying in Mr 
Crerar’s premises…For instance, we still have today, a proofing press which we maintain was used by Robert Louis Stevenson when he was in 
Kingussie and for printing that little booklet he did, “The Graver and the Pen”;  we still have that machine there…in fact, up to the time we gave up 
the newspaper in 1964, we were still proofing the columns of the paper for reading purposes on that machine.”William Johnstone, BOHP 1984

(On early days of Johnstone’s printing business)

On 5th July 1921 a fire devastated a large part of the north side of the High St, having started in a joiner’s shop near the Royal Hotel. The 
Badenoch Record Office and Stationery shop owned by James Johnstone was also destroyed, along with a cycle shop, a bakery and some 
private houses. Hard work by several local men prevented the flames jumping across a close, which would have resulted in a much greater 
catastrophe. Low water levels due to a recent dry spell made it difficult to put out the fire quickly. Eventually the Inverness Fire Brigade arrived 
and prevented the fire from spreading. The buildings smouldered for three days. In 1924 new fire appliances were bought, and soon had to be 
used when the Parish Church caught fire. The damage was costly, especially as new seating, heating and an organ costing £600 had been 
installed as recently as 1915. Despite the extensive damage it was rebuilt quickly, reopening in May 1926.

“ It was an amazing thing how the mill was run by just this mill wheel turned 
by water. And they could divert the power through the sawmill, take it away from 
the sawmill, through the thrashing mill, take it away from the thrashing mill, put it 
to the meal mill. And it was all geared over and all done by pulleys. And you just 
disconnected one and connected the other to the big wheel.” Jim Dallas

After the fire of 1921.

John Dallas, miller, father 
of John Cameron Dallas. 
(Courtesy of Jim Dallas)

Jimmack MacIntosh with his 
daughter. (Courtesy of Gillean Clark)

The smiddy in Mill Road, early 1900s. 
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Three of Fraser’s joiners in the 
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Helen, one of the Macpherson 
children who holidayed at 
Invertromie Farm in the 1960s. 
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I & J Gunns’ gents clothing store started in Kingussie 
High Street in 1948. Isobel Gunn ran the shop with 
her sister, Jess, and later with her brother, John, a 
champion golfer, and finally on her own until retiring 
in 2007, after nearly sixty years behind the counter. 


