
Past, Present & Future

“ There’s something about Kingussie – a lot of people come and retire here. It’s got quite a pull to it.”Ali MacLean

“ There’s a lot of people left …but a lot of people come back. ” Ally Meade

The Kingussie of today still retains much of the original 
street layout at its centre, but the town has expanded 
with a number of housing estates growing up on its 
outskirts from the 1970s. Many more houses are planned 
for the future, prompting fears of too rapid growth.

The Badenoch Centre was opened in December 2003 after a huge community 
fundraising effort. Around the same time the former St Andrews Church in King Street was 
converted to a community hall and opened in November 2004.

A new leisure and sports complex is to be built on the site of a landmark building in Badenoch which was badly damaged in a blaze at the start of the month. Highland 
Council is to demolish the now redundant Victoria Hall at Kingussie and replace it with a modern community facility. The blaze which badly damaged the 112 year old 
hall on Spey Street has inadvertently given a new lease of life to a scheme developed by the Badenoch Community Project Company…The timing of the work will not be 
known until council architects finish surveying the building.  However, an early start is hoped for. Bobby Nield, chairman of the Project, said he was confident the plans 
would win the support of the community.  Nearly £140,000 has been pledged so far in Badenoch towards a new community and sports centre.

Press & Journal, 26th August 1999

Kingussie was stunned last Wednesday when fire ripped through the town’s historic Duke of Gordon Hotel, mercifully with no casualties. Roads were closed as 
a team of 50 fire-fighters battled to contain the fierce blaze which gripped the roof of the 65 bedroom hotel, trying to douse the wind-assisted flames with water 
pumped from the nearby River Gynack…The alarm was raised shortly before 3pm, when local accountant Mr Peter Munro spotted smoke coming from under 
the roof tiles at the rear of the hotel. He ran into the building and alerted builders who had been working on an extension to the hotel. Staff were evacuated and 
a 999 call was swiftly made by the hotel receptionist, and within minutes half a dozen fire-fighters from the retained unit at Kingussie sub-station were on the 
scene. With near gale force winds hampering attempts to extinguish the blaze, it was not until 7.20pm that the fire was finally brought under control. Ladies from 
the WRVS helped to serve sandwiches, hot drinks and meals – provided by other local hotels – to the fire-fighters in the evening...There was concern about the 
economic impact of the hotel closure on the town’s economy.  Highland Councillor, Tom Wade, described it as an ‘absolute tragedy’ for the community.

Strathspey & Badenoch Herald, 13th June 1996

Tomorrow will see the end of a memorable eight days in the history of Kingussie which is celebrating its centenary as a burgh. Several hundred towns-people and 
visitors thronged the streets on Monday evening for the unveiling of the plaque bearing the Burgh coat of arms and the opening of the centenary garden in Spey 
Street. The Burgh, said Provost J M Urquart, was indebted to Mr G D Wilson, art master at Kingussie School, for executing the work on the plaque. The playing 
of the pipe band was much appreciated by the big crowd, who had been called to the celebrations by the official town crier, 70 year old George Munro. Monday’s 
events were successfully concluded in the Victoria Hall, where a company of about 200 attended a carnival dance organised by the Shinty Club.

Strathspey & Badenoch Herald, 21st July 1967

In 1967 centenary celebrations were held for the formation of the Kingussie Burgh. In 1975 local government reorganisation took 
place and the new Districts and Regions were formed. Tommy Wade was the last Provost of Kingussie, serving from 1968 to 1975. 
A new High School was opened in 1970. In 1987 the Wade Centre, a respite centre for elderly people, was opened in Spey Street.

The upgrading of the A9 trunk road in the 1970s has had mixed effects; the town no 
longer has to cope with a high volume of traffic, but is bypassed by a huge number 
of potential visitors.

In 2003, the Cairngorms National Park was established, with Kingussie falling 
within its boundaries. With this designation comes further potential to attract more 
visitors to the town.

The Kingussie Community Development 
Company (KCDC) is involved in various 
initiatives to enhance the community, 
including setting up a network of footpaths 
and a proposed hydroelectric scheme.

“ There was quite a lot of water in the (Gynack) Burn. Renewable energy was just pretty young 
at that stage but I had been reading about it…I thought, this could work, the infrastructure was 
there…When feed-in tariffs came in, I thought, ‘We could make some money for the community.’”Donnie Grant

“ It’s such a good place for sport and music…all those things…all the talent there is in the area. And I think 
it’s because it’s encouraged as well. People don’t know they’ve got talent until it’s brought out – they seem to 
manage to do that all round here.” Shelagh Stirling

In 2013 Kingussie branded itself the ‘Little Town of Festivals’. Each month a festival took place to celebrate 
the cultural, natural and historic heritage of the Town of Kingussie.

Kingussie, Ruthven and the Feshie 
Hills seen from Creag Bheag

End of an era. Presentation to town 
clerk, Martin Robertson, at the time of the 
reorganisation of local government in 1975, 
which brought the demise of the Kingussie 
Town Council. (Courtesy of Uiga Robertson)

The role of Provost came to an end 
in 1975. The chain of office was 
designed by an art teacher who was 
a former pupil of Kingussie School. 
(Courtesy of Uiga Robertson)

John Urquart (right), provost from 1964-68 
at Kingussie Burgh Centenary celebrations 
in 1967. (Courtesy of Uiga Robertson)

The Town crest has been 
displayed on Caledonian 
Buildings since the centenary 
celebrations for the Burgh of 
Kingussie in 1967.

The Badenoch Centre during 
construction. (Courtesy of E. Emmet)

The former Episcopal church 
was only used in summer for 
visitors. The building, along with 
the remains of the fire-damaged 
Victoria Hall, was incorporated into 
the Badenoch Centre, a modern 
sport and community complex.

The former St Andrews 
Church was converted into 
a community hall, Talla 
nan Ros, in 2004.

Sunrise over the modern 
Dunbarry housing area.

Former Kingussie pharmacist and 
mountain rescue leader, John Allen, 
sets out from Ardvonie Park on the 
Bikeathon. (Courtesy of E. Emmet)

Looking towards the Cairngorms from 
Creag Bhalg, a hill above Kingussie.

Kingussie now has an excellent 
network of signposted paths.

There are plans to harness the 
water of the Gynack to produce 
hydroelectricity for the community.

Young musicians from 
Kingussie High School. 
(Courtesy of E. Emmet)

Kingussie’s Walkfest 2013. Walkers explore the local 
area using the path network. This was one of twelve 
festivals in Kingussie, one taking place each month, in 
2013 in the ‘Little Town of Festivals’ initiative.

Traditional music concert  
in Talla nan Ros.

Pupils from Kingussie arrive at Ruthven Barracks 
as part of a study of their local heritage.

“ I do remember a story from going to college when all the first years were asked to write down how many 
different sports they had participated in and I went through the alphabet and managed to write down a total 
of 29, which was about 15 more than anybody else in the first year of our intake, so that gave an idea of the 
variety of activities that you could get engaged in, in the area.” John Macpherson

LLR Scottish Bikeathon
The Badenoch and Strathspey Branch of Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research (LLRF) was established in 1992, and a year 
later the first LLR Scottish Bikeathon was held – a sponsored cycle of marathon length following a route from Kingussie to 
Laggan and back. The Bikeathon went from strength to strength, attracting over 500 entrants annually, with people of all ages 
and fitness cycling alternating routes, one year to Laggan and the next to Rothiemurchus.   Many entrants are local but a large 
percentage travel from all over Scotland and beyond to take part. Many take up the challenge in memory of a loved one or to 
celebrate the recovery of a family member or friend. The overwhelming goodwill of countless people: the cyclists themselves, 
those who sponsor individuals and the many who give help on the day, have made the Bikeathon the success that it is. 
Annually the Bikeathon now brings in over £35,000. For Kingussie people it is always an eagerly anticipated day out.


