
Shinty

“ It’s great camaraderie – you meet people you’ve known for forty 
years at the shinty and you meet their families and it’s really nice. And 
I think it’s good for the town. There’s so many boys – and girls now – 
interested in it and it keeps them out of mischief. They have to train well 
and to eat well…and it’s difficult to get into teams now, so they have to 
work hard at it, and it’s taken very seriously, which is good.”Gillean Clark

Five brothers were in a Camanachd Cup winning team for the first time in the modern 
shinty era when Kingussie beat Oban 7-3 in Saturday’s final in Oban. The Borthwick boys 
of Kingussie had each played in the final before – but never the whole quintet at the same 
time. Steve and Dave were picking up their ninth winners’ medals, Ally was last year’s 
winning skipper and Ian and goalkeeper Andrew have come to the fore more recently.

Ian said: “It’s a bit special for us all to be in the side together and to mark the occasion 
with a victory.”

“Kingussie Shinty’s Famous Five”, Press & Journal, 8th June 1998

1993 was the centenary year of the Camanachd Association. In April there was a re-enactment 
match against Glasgow Cowal of the famous match of 1893 which led to the start of the 
Association and the birth of the modern game. This time the result was reversed and Kingussie 
won 5-1. 

In June they faced Oban Camanachd in the centenary Camanachd Cup final. There was no 
scoring by half-time but in the second half Kingussie scored four goals without reply. Scorers were 
David Anderson, Dallas Young (2) and Alistair Borthwick. David Thompson was the captain and 
Ian Ross the manager. Playing in that match was Ian’s son Ronald. He would go on to become 
the greatest goal scorer of any sport, with over 1000 goals scored in top level competition.

1988 was a special, grand slam year, in which 
Neil Reid was captain and both David Anderson 
and Kevin Thain scored more than forty goals.

In May 1989 Kingussie lost 3-4 to Kyles bringing 
to an end a record-breaking run of 63 first team 
games without defeat. Only one of the matches 
was drawn. Kevin Thain was the only player to 
play in all the matches.

In the eighties and early nineties Kingussie Camanachd Club had an amazingly 
successful period. The 1984 Camanchd Cup final in Oban was a turning point for 
Kingussie shinty, after which they were to dominate the sport for many years. It 
was their first Camanachd Cup win for 23 years. At 1-1 with 30 minutes to go Rab 
Muir in the Kingussie goal made a superb save. Kingussie then scored another 
three goals to finish winners at 4-1. The scorers were David Anderson (2), Alistair 
Dallas and Dallas Young. The side was captained by Stephen Borthwick and 
Donnie Grant was the manager, but he also played in the match along with his 
son, Ross.

“ I had only ever just glanced at this game of shinty when I was on the top deck of a bus in Glasgow going to an athletics 
meeting and I had seen boys play it on a neighbouring pitch. This, to me, was a strange game.

So anyway, my boss came over and at one point said, ‘I’ll take the hockey girls; there’s the shinty club. On you go!’ And that 
was my introduction to shinty. And the wee boys that were playing were Primary boys and they were very good to me.”Mary Mackenzie, RCAHMS 2012

(About coming from Glasgow to Kingussie to work as a PE teacher)

“ Now we’re on a downward slope but that happens in shinty. Newtonmore 
were supreme in my day; they were the top team and it was very seldom that 
we managed to get the better of them in my playing days. But after we got the 
Scottish Cup (in 1961) and going on from there, the young boys were getting 
better and better.” Tom Wade

In 1961 Kingussie finally won the Camanachd Cup after a forty year wait. On 20th May they travelled on a sunny day to Fort 
William to meet Oban Celtic, who had won the cup the season before. Oban opened the scoring but two quick goals from 
Donald Grant and Alistair Borthwick put Kingussie ahead, and the score remained that way for the remainder of a thrilling 
match. Captain Donnie Ross lifted the Cup to great cheers. The victorious team arrived back in Kingussie to find a street 
party in full swing. The bus was piped down the High Street at about 10.30pm and the team stepped off to the loudest roar 
heard since 1921. Singing and dancing continued through the night as the community celebrated the heroic victory.

“ It was getting pretty rough in the shinty with cuts and bruises…It was a very 
physical game in the fifties…Some of the players were massive; they couldn’t 
run…so they’d be whacking you to stop you running. I got a bit fed up and went 
back to the football.” Donnie Grant

We cannot expect Shinty to be a Parlour Game.  It is essentially a game for 
the man of sound and strong constitution.

Camanachd Association Minutes, 29th October 1931

“ A lot of Newtonmore people worked in it, you know. It used to be quite funny – you’d play shinty with them, 
kill each other on a Saturday and have to work with them on a Monday – but it was no problem!”Douglas Macpherson, RCAHMS 2012

(About shinty rivals in Fraser’s joinery workshop)

The twenties was a time when employment was hard to find and many 
young men were leaving the area. Due to a concern about the future 
of shinty in the area, in 1926, a proposal to combine Newtonmore and 
Kingussie for a trial period was accepted. The combined team was fairly 
successful; they won the MacTavish Cup in 1927, but didn’t succeed 
in their aim of bringing the Camanachd Cup back to Badenoch. The 
amalgamation idea was dropped in 1928. 

The war was a great leveller, and our young men were quick to recognise real 
values…They were not long in realising afresh that in shinty they had a game that 
was second to none as a means of physical development…It is evident they are 
going to play shinty, and to play it well.  Since the war the game has increased in 
favour by leaps and bounds.

Badenoch Record, 15th April 1922

Kingussie won the Camanachd cup in 1914. Shortly afterwards war broke out and the players joined up and 
were sent to fight in France. By the end of the conflict five of the winning team had been killed in action.

(Camans were sent to the Cameron Highlanders in France during the War.)

We greatly appreciate your hearty response to our appeals for camans…no moments of our spare time are 
more enjoyable than those we are able to devote to the good old Highland pastime.

From a letter in the Badenoch Record, 6th May 1916

Such was the status of the club in the community that when a Kingussie bible class teacher 
asked the children what they knew about Jeremiah, one lad replied: “Please Ma’am, he is piper 
to the Kingussie Shinty Club.”  He was thinking of Jeremiah Macpherson.

A story from the Kingussie Record, 1902
From: “The Caman is Their Pastime from the Cradle to their Graves” Rosemary M. Gibson, 2013

“ We were trained by Captain William H. Macdonald.  He had us 
out three months before the final doing physical jerks twice a week…
Every Thursday night we were out on the road walking and sprinting, 
turn about…During the last month a tent was erected on the Dell and a 
game was played every evening with the backs playing the forwards.”John C Dallas

(on training for the 1896 Camanachd Cup Final)

From MacPhee and Dunnet, 1939, “Shinty: Sport of the Gael”

The 1896 Camanachd Cup victory was the beginning of a very successful 
spell for Kingussie. They reached the first eight semi-finals of which they won 
six and then won four of the six finals. The only Kingussie player to play in 
all those matches was John Cameron Dallas. His family came to Kingussie 
from Rothiemurchus in 1866 to start a meal mill. In 1896 he was used as a 
model for the figure on the top of the Camanachd Cup. He captained the team 
in 1897 and 1902. Three of his brothers also became captains later. He ran 
a small farm and coal merchant’s business, acted as an agent for Dochfour 
Estate and was involved in many aspects of community life. Descendants of J 
C Dallas still play shinty for Kingussie today. 

In 1893, shinty’s Camanachd 
Association was formed when the 33 
recognised clubs playing at that time 
met in the Victoria Hall, Kingussie 
and drew up the rules of the modern 
game. However shinty had already 
been played in some form around the 
Highlands for centuries. 

Kingussie Camanachd Club is arguably 
the most successful team in the 
history of the sport. They have won 
the Camanachd Cup on 22 occasions 
(including seven consecutive wins 
between 1997 and 2003) and were 
league champions on 20 consecutive 
occasions between 1986 and 2005.

In the Highlands of Scotland it is customary for persons to amuse themselves, in 
the winter season, with a game which they call ‘shinty’…In the struggles between 
contending players, many hard blows are given, and frequently a shin is broken, or 
by a rarer chance some more serious accident may occur.  The writer witnessed a 
match, in which one of the players, having gained possession of the ball, contrived 
to run a mile with it in his hand, pursued by both his own, and the adverse party, until 
he reached the appointed limit, when his victory was admitted. Many of the Highland 
farmers join with eagerness in the sport, and the laird frequently encourages by his 
presence this amusement of his labourers and tenants.

The Game of Shinty, from the Penny Magazine, 1835

The Game of Shinty – illustration 
in the Penny Magazine, 1835.

The Dell, home of Kingussie 
Camanachd Club and scene 
of many great victories.

The Camanachd Cup, shinty’s most 
coveted trophy. (Courtesy of E. Emmet)

Kingussie Camanachd, winners of the 
Camanachd Cup in 1900. J C Dallas is sitting to 
the right of the cup as well as standing on top of it.

Fraser Munro in action against 
Newtonmore. (Courtesy of E. Emmet)

Kingussie supporters at the Camanachd Cup Final 
in Glasgow, 1963. (Courtesy of Gillean Clark)

MacCauley Cup winning squad, 
1964. (Courtesy of Gillean Clark)

End of another successful season, 
1987. (Courtesy of Gillean Clark)

Kingussie Primary School 
Mackintosh Cup winners, 1968’

End of season dinner, 1968. 
(Courtesy of Gillean Clark) Jubilee Gala Week, the 1977 team play the 

1961 veterans. (Courtesy of Gillean Clark)

Kevin Thain in action against 
Newtonmore. (Courtesy of E. Emmet)

A centenary re-enactment of the match 
between Kingussie and Glasgow 
Cowal which led to the establishment 
of the Camanachd Association in 1893. 
(Courtesy of Gillean Clark)

Ronald Ross in action, 2003. 
(Courtesy of E. Emmet)

Starting young – Cluny Terrace shinty kids 
circa 1975. (Courtesy of Gillean Clark)

Ladies shinty has developed greatly 
in recent years. In 2013 the Badenoch 
and Strathspey team, featuring nine 
Kingussie players, won the Valerie 
Fraser Camanachd Cup for the first time.

Alistair Borthwick in full flight. 
(Courtesy of E. Emmet)


